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TRAKSPORTATION . - . PRANCE

THE SUPREME TRANSPORTATION ADVIﬁOﬁY BOARD

NOTE: The following informmtion was not available during
_the preparation of this study.

1. The most important development in French transportation since
the war is the establishment by the Notlonel Assemwbly in August 1947 of
a Supreme Transportation Advisory Board., The Board will advise the
Minister of Public "orks and Transport on all transportation matters
submitted to it, but may also formulate recommendations on its own
initiative. The Advisory Board's immedi:te mission is to present,
within one ye:r, pluns for the coordination of ruil, highway, inland
waterway, air and ocean transportation, It will 1nclude in its plans
coordinatior of domestic transport with colonial and international
transportation. The Board will study all social, technical, fimancial
and economic matters relative to the organization and functioning of
the various modes of trunsportation; it will also study matters concern-
ing stock and equipment, technical and commercial development and the
social, economic and administrative oroblevs arising therefrom,

2. The Supreme Trarsporiation advisory Board is ecztablished under
the Minister of Public “orks and Trunsport and congicts of 69 members,
including represertatives from various government uagencies, members of
Parliament, specialists from the lzrge tresnssort organizations, employee
representatives from the operating companies and public organizations
such as tourist trevel agencies, Ceven permanent commissions are estab-
lisked under the Board, charged with eéxmmining questions of Jransport
coordination. These are as fbllows-

Rail -
Rail - inland waterway
Rail =«  air ‘
“ Rail « sges
: - Highway - air

Highway = inland waterway
Sea «  air _
- 3. The Supreme Transportation Advisory Board is financed through
& sneclal fund provided by the Minister of Public “orks and Tramsport.
The sum expended shall be reimbursed to the state by the various trans-
portation operautors under conditions to be set forth by decree of the
iinister of Public “orks and Transport and the !'inister of Finance.
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FRANCE = _ INLAND WATERFAY TRANSPORTATION

A« POLICIES

l. The immodiate concern of the rrench Governmsnt with respest
to inlend wuter trinsport is to restore wer-dsmaged wuterways
and equipment us rupidly as possible in order to ro-estublish
this important chenncl of domestic und international trade,
The government is therefore rebuilding and improving exiating

-waterways by deepemning ounsls to permit pussege ~f barges of
grouter cuprcity; improving fuecilities con the Seinoe und Saone
rivers; and extending cunaleworks in the north.

The long=-renge policy of Frunce is to encourage domestic ine
lend weter carriers and promote internutiorsl uge of inlund
weter fucilities, & French fleot on the Rhino, for example,
hus beon of prime importence to the Frunch economy with
respoct to the transport of coul, cereoels, petroleun products
wind other bulk materials ,

Politicel considerutions heve dominwted srench policy tovard
international questions affecting inlend witerways. For ex-
vaple, Frunce participuted &8 a non-riparicn stuto in pre-wor
negotietlons concerning Danube treffic. In viow of Communist

" strength at home, however, the French Government is now un-
willing to antugonize the USSR wnd‘the Fronch Commmists by
voicing its desire fur a resunption of the former stutus of
+the Danube.

With respect to the Rhine, the French attitude reflects feur
of & rovived Germany. Frunce is dotermined Lo rmintwsin its
leadership in the Central Bhine Commission, not so much be-
ocsuse Rhine traffic is importent to the French economy, buh
beocause frunce is afraid that reluxed vigilence might leter
invite a bid on the purt of Cormery bto vitiate internationsal
control snd substitute German dominetion of +his importunt
artery.

2. Policies for inlsnd waberways erc detormined by the linistry of
Public Vorks and Trunsport through the bepirtiznt of aviguble
Teterways (DIRICTION dos VOILS IXVIGLBIES). This depurtment
is administered independently from those dealing wlth other
forns of tru.nsporte 7The iinistry, however, cocrdinutes policy

- for all trunsport. R

3e Strutegic wnd militury considerwtions have not grewtly influ-
enced stute policy in respect to the inland waterviuy system
und the operation of its fucilities (i.e., docks, equipment,
vehiclea, 0%Cs)e The relative importunce of inlend wutervuys
to other forms of inlund trensportution is indicuted by u pree
war estimete thet of wll French freight tonuuie, sbout 10 per
cent was cerried by wubter, 10 per con® by road and about
80 per cent by rail.
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FRAXCE = _ INLAND ATERWAY TRANSPORTATION (A-4)

4, Inlend wiberwe,s reeeive cunsidertblo uwid fron the stute
through improvenents in fucilities wnd the tssi-maont of
new oguipment to oporttors vho mky reizburse the rovernient
vien fintnoielly ¢ble to do so. The Niaistry hus onterod
into t sixeyoir, stute-iinunced cooperistive plun iith the
vuberity operutors, dusipned 4o restore wnd rencw the river
Tfleet, mch of which ie notubly obsolete, Riute wid is
elso inhoront in the polioy of ormitting the wuter osrriers
to churgoe sueciul rutes for trunsport of equipment nd
ieteriuls of stritegic vilue to the stute econortys.

5. Goverment policy toverd inlund interags is prineipully
influenced by economic comsiderstions; the import: nce of
moving cortuin joods, such s coel; end tho finwneial
interest of the stute in the vetervers, which accordin; to
e letest wwuiluble estinmuwtes (l4s) wpproxirwted 600,000,000,

Be ORG.iI1Z:.TIOI]

1. .11 guestions douling with watorwuys in Fronce cre uncor the
Jurisdiction of the idnistry of Fuvlic Lorks snd Triasyort
tarough the bepirtiont of Juvijuble Vwtorwys, und tiroush
the Duptrbuacnt of Liritine Forvs vhich is responsible for
coftiin construction vnd muintenwnco probleus in port wreus.
In wdadition to the Hwo Uopxriments, there is wun autonorvus
cstublighaont lmown ws the Ufice lutionul de la Ivigution,
vinich nas gonsideritble wuihwrity comcoralay inluad anvisstion.

2, The bepurtaeat of luviwble Twbertus is concerned with now
construction, meinteiwnce wnd tochnicul roblens,  The Oliice
Sukionud de le Sevigution hes Jurisdiction owver the ejuipnent
o river ports und truction fuellities on the bunks, The
Offce s ulso charped with co:ziercial cxploitction of the
weturvs Lad the problexs of lebor relations betucen berjenen
tid ormers,

. . .
1

3o L1l trunsport ciencios cre subject to coordinution by the

ldinlstry of Publie l.orks wad Trinsport. The uiencies deuling
vith inlend wtoervuyrs und the t;iencios concerned 1mith merchunt
shij.in;, such «s tho Dotrtuent of .aritime Ports, heve certein
commwn problons, otaciwise their funetions do not overlap. ilo
interet jcnoy couflict is c_ptrout.

4o lalead wittor triusiert woenelos were originelly estiublislhed
wy vne luww of § aagust 1873, dividing the wtorweys into
prineipul wnd seccondiry systeiise The trunsport crisis of
tne tuentics wnd tuo swtionslization of $he reil systen hed
1ittle offcet upon the wdministrution of Prench inlicd weters
VG /S,
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= INLAKD ¥ "AY NSPORTATION

The sroach inlend wutorwuys systen wes budly disorguaized

by wur dumage tnd is just now in the process of rohubilitution,
Steps now being tul:ion by the govornment in this connoction
appeur to meet with publie ajprovul,

C. ADUIHISTR.TION

1.

2.

Se

Se

e

The linistry of Public Vorks and Transport authorizes the
opening of new wetorwuy routes. There must be evidence of:
public need; strutegic necossity (in this'rospoot, the

views of defenso estublighments are authoritutive); or ed-
wuntege to the overull trunsport coordination progrum of the
HWinistry. :

In 1936, u law vas passed provicing thut freight rutes be
fixed undor joint action by & delegute of the 0f ice lational
do la llsvigution und delegates of the curriors, shippers

end consignees. Freisht retes since the wur heve beon
estublishod by decrees of the ilinistry of Public i.orks end
Trunsport und the iinistry of the llntionul economny. Such rutes
ure subjeot to striot comtrol Ly the stute und aro subjoct to
considorable opposition from the cerriers, who dosire maxre
floxibility thun is now pormitted,

Inlend wintor transport is fuvored by the stuie over highwuy
Ltrunsport, but not to the extunt of providing compotition to
tho stutveovmed ruliltays. tronoh policy is to control trens-
vort competition from the stendpoint of stuto interests,
regurdless of the position of the privuts operetors. .ny
operution, howevor, thut is siiod vt coordinction of existing
services ie pivon evury uid nmot contrury to the roequirenents
stuted uwbove.

Govornaent subsidized truining schools are avuileble for
treining in onglneoring end navigution,

France hus for muny yours purticipuied in internctional watere
weys sgroumente-goncerning truffic, ruetous, fucilities and
reluted matters, /.t the prosent tine, the stute is ongeged
in nopotiutions of a gonerul nuture with &« view to restoring
normel operttions on the Luropeun internutionul veterways es
quickly us possible. .s a ripurisn gtute, Frunce for over
100 yours hus muintiined en actlve interest in .uropeen river
traffic conventions and tho internationel conventions deuling
vith ounml systems, (Ses /=l for discussion of Fronoh policy
reégurding the Khine and Dunube,)
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